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4th August, 1993 

Chairperson 
Ethics Committee 

RE: #6/93 PAROXETINE/FLUOXETINE PROTOCOL 29060/356 

( Dear 

It is with some concern that I need to report an untoward event 
which involved patient - who was participating in this 
protocol. 
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However, on the 30th June the ward was contacted by the police 
to say that the patient had committed suicide 

While there have been 
suggestions in the literature that. the selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitor - fluoxetine, increases suicidal behaviour, 
most recent data suggests that this is not the case, It would 
appear that patients admitted to psychiatric units tend to have 
personality disorders which result in more impulsive behaviour 
and the possible role for these selective serotonin reuptake 
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inhibitors in facilitating this behaviour is still under 
scrutiny. Clearly, this is of concern and patients participating 
in this protocol will be scrutinised even more carefully than 
occurred with this patient. 

Yours sincerely, 

I I , 
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