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Introduction

What is your name?

Name:

Euan Findlay

What is your email address?

Email:

EFINDLAY@HELIXSOLUTIONS.NET.AU

Would you like to receive updates on this consultation by email?

Updates:

Yes

What is your organisation?

Organisation:

Helix Solutions

Proposal 1: Definition of residual activity

definition:

When a product claims residual disinfection to the average person they will expect that they are protected that when someone touches a surface, the surface

cannot transmit that pathogen. Pre Covid disinfectants had to go through rigorous standards to claim a hospital grade disinfectant. If a company wants to say

hospital grade disinfectant with residual activity then the surface should meet the standards of the hospital grade disinfectant at the end of the stated period.

Otherwise a very clear differentiator must be used.eg

Hospital grade disinfectant with non hospital grade disinfecting properties for X days depending on the surface and frequency of touch.

Proposal 2: Testing standards

testing:

The standards for a disinfectant are clearly set out by the TGA. Should a product wish to say it has residual activity it must pass the exact same standards at the

end of stated residual activity. Otherwise a completely and clear differentiator needs to be used. Currently we have new companies telling scared business

owners that they use their product and for the next 30 days they are protected - this is simply not true. This causes businesses and individuals to believe they

protected when at best they might get a log 1-2 reduction.

Proposal 3: Acceptance criteria

acceptance:

If a log 3 reduction provides adequate protection for users then why shouldn't it be the standard for a hospital grade disinfectant? If the TGA says log 5 is required

then why would it be less for residual. Remember that vendors are telling customers - use our product and you don't need to disinfect for X days. So if they are

only getting log 3 is that adequate protection?

Proposal 4: Limitations on claimed residual activity period

limitations:

If you can pass the TGA test after any number of days then absolutely it can be for as long as stated. Of course it would be expected that surfaces are subject to

wear and touching as would be in the field. I would also expect that the toxoicology of the surface having some chemical on it would be tested over an expensive

period. If a cafe is putting it on their tables then the surface will be touched all day and likely be ingested.

Proposal 5: Restricting residual activity claims to specific organisms

specific organisms:

Again - pass the test and you can put what you like on there.

Proposal 6: Allowing residual activity claims



allowing claims:

Absolutely disagree. Residual claims are completely misleading the market. I have spoken to customers who think that they can disinfect using one of these

products and not have to worry about disinfecting for 30 days. If you have people doing this then the TGA knows that surfaces are not being disinfected correctly.

We have had dozens(probably 100) new products enter the market since the start of Covid. Established companies with years of data are now competing against

products developed since the start of Covid. How did they show efficacy at end of life? I recently had to show efficacy of products that were 3 years old. I wasn't

allowed to simply show stability data(or worse accelerated stability data) how do all these new products prove themselves when they couldn't show efficacy at

end of shelf life?
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